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On Sept. 9, the Guatemalan government completed the establishment of its four-member National
Reconciliation Commission, as required in the Aug. 7 Central American peace accord. Meanwhile,
the Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (URNG) released a statement in Guatemala
City declaring its continued interest in peace talks, while also demanding the "elimination of
military power structures" in the country. According to the URNG, these structures are primarily
responsible for the on-going violence and political and social tensions in Guatemala. The rebels
reiterated previous demands for the dissolution of the military's "civilian self-defense patrols," and
prosecution of persons responsible for kidnappings and other human rights abuses. On Sept. 10,
President Vinicio Cerezo said the Commission could assume responsibility for arranging peace talks
between the government and the rebels. In contrast to earlier statements in which Cerezo said the
rebels must disarm before constructive dialogue with the authorities could begin, he declared that
his government is now willing to begin "unconditional dialogue" with the rebels. Cerezo added that
while the government will not impose previous conditions on the peace talks via the Commission,
the URNG's demands could serve to obstruct or complicate the negotiations. Defense Minister
Hector Gramajo told reporters that the rebels' current and previous proposals for peace talks were
only "propaganda." He described URNG demands as "demagogic," since the rebels will never
disarm. Gramajo called on the guerrillas to join in the country's legally constituted political system
by establishing a political party. (Basic data from PRENSA LATINA, 09/10/87)
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